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HE following Sermon, compoſed by a late 
pious and exemplary Divine. and preach- 


ed on an Occaſion that will ever do Honour to 


his Memory, 1s recommended with all due Re- 


ſpect to the Youth of the preſent Age. They 


Wil find, after a cool and difpaſſionate Peruſal 
of it, has however they may affect to excuſe 
their Debaucherics under the ſofter Title of na- 


tural Infirmity, they are in the Sight of Gop, 


and in the Eye of Religion, Criminals of the 


firſt Magnitude. They will find, that the Plea 
of Youth, fo often and fo ſpeciouſſy urged, will 


avail them but little at the Tribunal of Heaven. 


On the contrary, it may have a very different 
Effect. For, to ſpend the Prime and Flower of 
Life in the Service of Sin, and to reſerve only 
the Dregs of it for that 8 Being who 


gave 3 the very Powers and Faculties they 


thus abuſe to his Dithonor, i is Ingratitude ſo baſe, 


that it can never ſurely tend to mitigate their 


Offences, but will certainly increaſe both their 


Guilt, and their Puniſhment. 
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Hire can L do this great T4 chedneſs, 


and fin againſt GOD? 


H E Hiſtory of Joſeph, as aimed in 
this and the following Chapters, tho“ 
An up in the greateſt Plainneſs and Simpli- 


city of Style; yet affords fo intereſting a Nar- 


ration, that there are few, I believe, who have 


not peruſed it with Pleaſure. It is almoſt un- 
neceſſary, therefore, to inform thoſe who now 


hear me, that theſe Words, How can I do this 


great Micledneſo, and fin apainft GOD? are 


the Anſwer with which that excellent Pattern 
. of Fidelity rejected the importunate Solicita— 
tions of bis perfidious Miſtreſs. They cxpreſs 
the utmoſt Abhorrence of the Sin to which he 


was here tempted : And what 1 intend from 


them, and jrom the E Example ot Fofeph's faith— 


B 5 ſul 


1 
ful Conduct, is, a Diſſuaſive from the Sins of 
Immodeſty; which are riſen, perhaps, to a 
greater Height, and ſorcad to a wider Extent 
than was ever known in former Ages: : Inſo- 
much that the two Scxes ſeem to vie with each 
other, which (ball be moſt ſorward in diſregard- 
ing all Rules of Decency, and e the 
Sanctions of the Marriage Contract. 


It would not become me to mention ſome of 
thoſe monſtrous and unnatural Obſcenities with 
which our Land hath been ftained : They 

would be offenſive, indeed to the Ears even 
of a modeſt Heathen. I ſhall therefore only 
inſiſt on two, which are plainly and frequently 
condemned in Scripture: Nor any where more 

expreſsly than in theſe Words: Whoremongers | 


and Adulterers GOD will Judge, Heb. xili. 4+ 


The heinous Guilt and Meflrudtive Conſe- 
quences of Adultery, appear ſo chocking at fiſt 
Sight, even to Reaſon, unaſſiſted by Nebels 
tion; that, however 1 the Commiſſion 
of it may be, yet few, I am perſuaded, are ſo 


harden- 


hardened and irrational as to become Advocates 
for it. But ſingle Perſons are too apt to imagine, 
that all Obligations of Chaſtity are confined to 
the Mar: ringe Vow. It mult be confeſſed, in- 
deed, that, in the Inſtance laſt mentioned, the 
Crime of Impurity 3 is cf a deeper Dye, as it is 
attended with Conſequences more fatal and ex- 

tenſive: It is a Breach of the ſtrongeſt voluntary 
_ Compaò, as well as a Jranſgreſlion of that 
Law of C haſtity which Nature has engraven upon 
the Hearts of all Mankind. Thus fibimelech 
thought it no crime to take Sarah fer his Con- 
: cubine, when he imagined ſhe was eſpouſed to 
no her Perſon : But no ſooner was he in- 

formed of her being Abraham's Wile, than he 


4-43 


rejected his firſt Deſign with Abhorrence and 


5 lain. But whatever Notions the Heathen 
World might have of theſe Mattcrs, we, who 
| have received the more pure and perſect Law 


oi the Goff el, are ſufficiently and clearly in- 


ſtructed to old Imp Uurity of every Kind. We 


ate raiſed to that original Standard of Chaſtity 
appointed by Goyp in Paradiſe, and taught t 


| reitrain our Paſſions ol this Sort within the Puic 


B * an. 
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11 


111 undefiled Lingits of conjugal Affedlion. 


If we Spacer Fornicurion with the unpre- 
judiced Eye of Reaſon, before the Paſſibns have 
corrupted the Judgment, I am perſuaded there 
are few Sins which People condemn mote in 
their own Breaſt; which they commit at firſt 
with more Reluftance and Recoilings of Con- 
ſcience; and which, upon cool Reflection, fills 
them with more Hor and keener Cenſures of 
their own Conduct. And would a Man give 


himſelf Leave to reflect upon the irreparable In- 


jury done to the unhappy female Partner in the | 
Iniquity, it would open ſuch a Scene of Miſery 
to his View, as would be ſufficient to check 
the moſt inflamed Appetite of the moſt aban- 
doned Libertine. Alas! that Virgin Innocence, 
which was once her Comfort and her Glory, 
which was her brighteſt Ornament and moſt va- 
tuable Dowry, is loſt, irrecoverably loſt; and 
Shame, Guilt and Sorrow are to be her conti- 
nual Attendants, The Perſon who has been 
the Occaſion of her Ruin, will hardly, (tho' 
obliged to it in Duty) deal with her upon 


Terms 


EF] 


Terme i Honour. And who elſe will venture 
to take her for a Companion for Life, and be- 
lieve, ſhe can be faithful to him, after having 
been thus falſe to herſelf? *Tis well it ſhe does 
Not endeavour to ſcreen herſelf from Cenſure, 
by the Commiſſion of a more dreadful Sin in 
the Murder of a ſpurious Infant; and diſcard 
the Bowels of a Mother to avoid the Scandal of 
being known to be one. The beſt and wiſeſt 
Courſe indeed ſhe can take, is, to endeavour to 
wah away the Stain ſhe has contraQed, with the 
Tears of unfeigned Repentance, hd to take 
off her Reproach 3 in the Eyes of the World, by. 
giving the Regularity of her future Conduct as 
an Evidence of the Sincerity of her Contrition. 
Would to Gop this Method were, after fo un- 
i happy a Step more frequently taken! but, alas! 
it is too often far otherwiſe, It is to be feared the 
firſt Breach of Chaſtity will be followed with 
a Train of others, and that ſhe will proceed on 
in Iniquity till ſhe becomes totally abandoned : 
A Situation almoſt as miſerable in this preſent 
Life, as that which theſe unhappy Criminals 
muſt expect in the next, There is no reflect- | 


ing 
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ing on ſo wretched an Object, without the 


deepeſt Compaſſion for her Miſery, as well as 


the ate Deteſtation of her Guilt, For how- 


ever light theſe Alllictions may be made of in 


the Seat of the Scorner, and however the laſ- 
civious Debauchee may flatter himſelf that 


there was no Injury done, becauſe there was 
no Violence uſed, as ſhe was conſenting, per- 


haps, to her own Ruin: Alas! that very Con- 


ſent is the Sting of her Afflictions: And if bis 


brutal Appetite had not effaced every Senti- 
ment of Humanity in his Breaſt, he could not 
think of theſe Things without a bleeding Heart. 


Exceeding barbarous therefore and wicked muſt 
they be, who for the Sake of gratifying a low 
af vile Inclination, ſhall tempt and perſuade a 
thoughtlels young Creature, in an unguarded 
Hour, to an Act which is attended with ſuch a 
Train of Miſeries, and which fo evidently leads. 
to her abſolute Deſtruction. It is to be con- 
ſidered likewiſe, that young Perſons are the 
Property of their Parents, who, under Go, 
gave -them Being, ſuſtained them in their ten- 


der and helpleſs Years, ang employed their In- 


duſtry 
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duſtry or their Prudence in laying up an ho- 
neſt Proviſion for their ſuture Support and 
Maintenance. Let any Man then, who has the 
leaſt Remains of Reaſon and Humanity, tho 
he ſhould be void of all Principles of Religion, 
lay his Hand upon his Heart, and make the 
Caſe of ſuch a Parent his own. Let him con- 
ſider what Indignation, what Anguiſh he him- 
ſelf ſhould feel under the Weight of ſo afflicting, 
ſo irreparable an Injury. Few Parents, I am 
perſuaded, but would rather, much rather, fol- 
low their Children to the Grave; than ſee them 
thus forfeit their own Peace and Happineſs, 
and bring ſuch an indelible Stain of * * 
on their Fe mily. 


But if the afoal Libertine- is renee af 
the Afflictions of others; yet, as Reer is his 
 Boaſt, and Pleaſure his Purſuit, he cannot, 
ſurely, be unaffected with what concerns the 
Dignity of his Nature, and the Happineſs of 
his Life. Let him conſider then, that unre- 
ſtrained and criminal Indulgencies of this Kind 


peculiarly cnervate the Body, and debate the 
Mind, 


E 


Mind, and bring him upon a Level with the 


Brute Beaſts, that have no underſtanding: 


Reaſon, which was intended by the gracious 


Creator to direct and govern in the human 


Frame, is, by thefe Practices, enſlaved to the 


Tyranny of the moſt contemptible of the Paſ- 


ſions. When Men are given over to vile Af. 


fections, their Underſtandings become darkened; 


and it is ſeldom that they cver again recover 
the proper Government of themſelves. The 
inſatiable Appetite ſtill rages through all the In- 


fir mities of a diſtempered Body, and is not ex- 


tinguiſhed even by old Age: If indeed (which 


is very uncommon) they ſhould happen to ar- 


rive at that Period. For we cannot but ob- 
ſerve (and theſe Libertines, to their Sorrow, 


| know) that there is a very dreadful Diſeaſe, 
which almoſt inſeparably attends the Practice 


of this Sin, and makes them pay extremely 
dae -for eir ſenſual Enjoy ments: A Diſeaſe 
which ſeems deſigned on Purpoſe by Pro- 


vidence to deter Mankind from the Folly and 
Danger of thoſe deſtructive Purſuits ; which, 
like a conſuming Poiſon, devours their sucngtb, 


_under- 
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undermines their Health, fills them with Pains 
and Tortures, and often ſends them to the 
Grave, with the Infirmities of Age, before they 
have lived out half their Days. Few Confeſ- 
ſors, in the Primitive Times of Perſecution, ever 
ſuffered fo much for their Religion, as theſe 
Martyrs of Senſuality do for their Vices. And 
if they happen to leave any Children, their 
Deſcendents, for many Generations, feel the 
cruel Effects of thoſe ſour Grapes which cheir 
F athers have OY devoured. 


It were eaſy to müll Advultelits: on this 
Subject: And confidering hat dangerous and 
numerous Temptations of this Kind, young, 
Perſons meet with at their firſt ſetting out in the 
World; how many %&ducers, lie in wait to entice 
them frühen the Paths of Peace and Virtue; they 
cannot be ſecured againſt them by too Wurch ful 
an Education, nor can we be too carneſt in our 
Cautions, that they would eſcape, as Lot did 
out of Sodom, for their Life. It is the ten- 
dereſt Compaſſion for the Souls of Men, to 
C 3 
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warn them, with our utmoſt Vehemence, 


againſt a Snare to which they are ſo much ex- 
poled, and from which it is ſo difficult to re- 
| treat. As for thoſe who are already engaged! in 
the Practice of this Sin; if the Pains of a diſ- 
tempered Body, and the Agonies of a guilty 


Soul; if neither Miſeries in this World, nor 


the Dread of an avenging Gop in the next, 


can reclaim them, it is in vain to hope that any 
Thing elſe will. 5 


Theſe r wk be Tulficient, 


one would think; to deter thoſe who have the 
leaſt Reflection, from this deſtructive Sin. And 

if the Arguments againſt Indulgencies of this 
Sort, are thus irrefiſtibly cogent, and the Con- 
ſequences thus evidently dreadful, in their leſs 
complicated State of Guile; with bow much 


greater Force may they reſpedively be. urged 


againſt the Practice of Impurity, when it breaks 
in upon the ſolemn and ſacred Obligations of 
the Marriage: Vo. 25 


Matrimony 


5 
Matrimony was an Inſtitution of Gob him- 
felf. The Supreme Being appropriated the 

Huſband and Wife to each other, in the State | 
of Innocence. And even before the Delivery Yong 
of the Law in Sina, this Inſtitution was looked 
upon, by the Light of Reaſon, as ſacred and 
inviolable. When the Impreſſions of Natural 
Religion were ſo far defaced, that it was neceſ- 
ſary to renew them by expreſs Revelation, — 
Adultery was very clearly and poſitively prohi- 
bited by that Law which was delivered to Mo- 
ſes, and written by the Hand of Gop himſelf. 
Our bleſſed Saviour was fo far from cancelling 
this great Prohibition, both of Natural and Re- { 
vealed Religion, that he extended it farther, 4 
and made it reach not only to our outward 
Actions, but to our very Thoughts and Con- 
ceptions: M hoſocven locketh on a Woman to 
luſt after ber, hath committed Adultery with 
her already in his Heart: The Intent of the 
Chriſtian Religion being to ſanctify us wholly, 
and to make us pure as our Father in Heaven 15 
pure. e 


Ly 
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F 
And great Reaſon tliere is, that the Mar- 
riage Contract ſhould be thus firmly guarded : 

For. when the Heart of a Huſband can ſafely 
truſt in his Wife, her Price is above Rubies, 
Blefled is the Man that hath a virtuous Wiſe, 
for the Number of his Days ſhall be double“. 


With her he can leſſen his Fears, divide kits 
Cares, and ſoften his Sorrows. Her Love and 
Faithfulneſs yields Balſam to all his Wounds, 
and a Cordial under all his Afflictions. But 
when he is robbed of her Affections, that 
which ſhould have been his Honour and. Com- 
fort, becomes his ſoreſt Reproach and Calamity. 
And as our Saviour laid, If the Light that is 
in thee be Darkneſs, how great is that Dark- 
meſs ? 8 So here, if that which was deſigned to 
lighten a Man's Misfortunes, be turned into the 
heavieſt Affliction, how ſeverely unhappy muſt 
his Condition be? To endeavour to alienate 

the Affections of a Woman from her Huſband, 
1 an Injuſtice complicated with the Pale 
Baſcnels, and attended with the moſt aggra- 
vating 


Hecclus. xxvi. 


1 1 


vating Ingredients of Cr uelty : An Injuſtice for 
which no Recompence can poſlibly be made.“ 
It brings a Train of confuſion, Miſery and 
Ruin into a whole F amily; ; 4 ſpurious Brood is 
moſt in juriouſly brought in to ſhare the Patri- 
mony of the lawful Heirs, or perhaps the un- 
happy Children of this unlawful Love, are al- 
together neglected, and without any certain 
Relation to depend upon, are ſent untutored 
and unprovided into the World, with a Mark 
ol Infamy, which tho' they are not acceſſary 
to, they can never wipe off. In a Word, this — 
5 Sin is ſo abominable in its own Nature, and 10... 4 
tragical in its Conſequences, that chere is no 
thinking of it without Horror; nor is it poſſible — 
to paint it in Colours black enough to ſhew i Its 1 
Detormity. 


And as ihe Injury to Man is irreparable, ſo 
how odious the Offence 1s to Almighty Gop, 
is evident, ſrom the ſcvere Penalties dene 
againſt it, bot h in the Old and New Teſta- 
ments. Nay ſometimes this great Wickedneſs 


hath 


* See The Religion of Nature delineated, 


1 f 


hath been puniſhed in an exemplary Manner, 


by an immediate Vefigeance from Heaven, in- 


ſomuch, that whole Nations have felt the diſ- 
mal Effects of it. But ſuppoſing no viſible 


Affliction either from Heaven or Earth ſeizes 


ſuch heinous Offenders; ſuppoſing their Wick- 
edneſs be fo craftily carried on, that they 
eſcape in this World with Impunity; except 


from the Reproaches of their own Conſciences : 


Yet, in the other Life, Vengeance will not fail 
to attend them, unleſs they avert it by a ſin- 
cere and timely Repentance. For, Be not de- 
ceived, neither Fornicators nor Adulterers ball : 
inherit the Kingdom of G O D. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 

Can we ſuppoſe, indeed, that Souls fo polluted, 

are in a Condition to be admitted into thoſe 
bappy Regions, where all is Innocence and 


unſpotted Purity ? The Goſpel plainly aſſures 


us, that without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſce the 
Lo xD. How wretched, how imprudent a 


Choice do we then 3 when, for the in- 
dulging ourſelves in the ſinful Gratifications of 
this preſent Life, which are but for a Moment, 
we forfeit the Viſion and Enjoyment of the 


cver- 


5 
ever- bleſſed Gop, in whoſe Peu there is 
Fulneſs of Joy, and at whoſe Right Hand 
there are Pleaſures for evermore. Pleaſures as 


large as our Capacities, and as laſting as our 
Natures. 


Let us then, as we value our dent Happi- 
neſs, and our future Salvation, look (as I hope 
we all do) with the utmoſt Horror and Indig- 
nation on theſe enormous and deteſtable Ini- 

gquities; and avoiding all Tendencies towards 
them, endeavour zo perfect Holineſs in the Fear 
of GOD. An univerſal Chaſtity, both in 
Thought, Word, and Deed, is our undoubted 
Duty z and to ouatd againſt all Filthineſs both 
of Fleſh and Spirit, thould be our continual 
Care, 


* bighly imports us theiefore, to fly all Op- 
portunities and Temptations to Immodeſty. 
Particularly, it concerns all thoſe who would 
ſecure their Innocence, and walk worthy of 
their Chriſtian Profeſſion, to avoid all filthy 
Communication, and the reading of ſuch Books 

as. 


E 16 7 

as are filled with Stories 90 infamous Gallantry, 
and to abſtain from ſuch Dramatic Entertain- 
ments, as are an Offence to good Manners, and 
inflame the 1 G Paſſions. 


The more cally to eſtape theſe Temptations, 
it will be neceſlary to apply diligently to ſome 
beneficial Employment or uſeful Study : And, 
Gop be thanked ! there are proper Employ- 

ments and Studies for every Rank and Station. 
Did Men purſue their ſeveral Callings with 

Induſtry and Attention, it would prevent many 

of thoſe Scenes of Debauchery which are now 

too common in the World : They would hard- 

ly find Leiſure even for impure Thoughts, . 

991 leſs to carry them into Execution. But, 

when they are ſo unhappy as to have Time lie 

heavy upon their Hands, 'tis more than pro- 
bable that their depraved Appetites will nd 

Employment for Fee: 


"Ps Diligence ſhould be added Temperance. 
Intemperance raiſes and inflames the Paſſions; Bos 
and not only renders the Appetites more muti- 
nous 


1 


nous and untractable, but Reaſon likewiſe leſs 


able to govern them. On the contrary, a Man 


who lives in a conſtant Courſe of Sobriety, and 
occaſionally adds to it religious and prudential 
Mortifications, will be able to conquer thoſe 
irregular Appetites, which would otherwiſe grow 


too ſtrong for Oppoſition. 


F if be j joins to chis an earneſt NF | 
freq uent Addreſs to Gop to ſtrengthen his En- 
L þ ana by the Aſſiſtance of his powerful Grace. 


For we are not to think we are ſufficient of our- 


ſelves, to conquer any vicious Deſire, or to 
eſtabliſh any Habit of Virtue. But our Help 
and Confidence is in our Almighty Creator, 
who has promiſed his Aſſiſtance to thoſe who 

ſincerely implore it. He will give his Grace 
to them that aſk it: We ſhould therefore moſt 
fervently intreat him to make us clean Hearts, 

- and to renew a right Spirit within us. 


The laſt Thing I would ———— to you, 
in this Caſe, and which my Text more particu- 
larly ſuggeſts tc to me, is, to live under a con- 
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. ſtant Senſe of the Preſence of Gop, and an 


awful Fear of diſpleaſing him. The laſcivious 


Offender generally retires to Darkneſs for Shel- 


ter, and imagines that no Eye ſees him. Miſ- 


taken Man! There is no ſuch Thing as Pri- 
vacy: Gop 1s about thy Bed, and about thy 
Paths, and ſpies out all thy Ways. How little 
then does he gain by concealing himſelf from 
mortal Eyes? {ſince Gop ſees him, to whom he 
muſt give an Account, and who will, for theſe 
his Offences, moſt aſſuredly bring kim into 
Judgment. 4 Man that breaketh Wedlock, 
ſaying thus in his Heart, who ſeeth me; 1 am 


com paſſed about with Darkneſs, the Walls cover 


me, what need I 10 fear ? Such a Man only 
feareib the Eyes of Men, and knoweth not that 


the Eyes if GOD behold 11 the Ways Y 


Men. Ecclus. XX111, 18, 


Did we, my Brethren, live under an habitual 


| Senſe of the Omnipreſence of our great Creator; 
did we remember that our impartial Judge 1s 
ever around us, and privy to all our Thoughts, 
Words and Actions; how careful ale we 


be 


— — A 24. — OP 1 


wk 

. 

© an 
— F. 
0 
4 
| x 


| be * lfending; tho concealed in the cloſeſt 


Retirement? This one Reflection would fur- 
niſh us with an unanſwerable Argument againſt 
all Sin, at all Times and in all Places. It was 


by means of this Conſideration, that the faith- 


ful Joſeph repelled the Temptation. He had 
Juſt Apprehenſions of his Duty to Gon, was 


under the full Perſuaſion that he obſerved him, 
had a pious Dread of offending him, and knew 
that nothing could countervail his Diſpleaſarez 
and hence he was enabled to refiſt and to con- 

quer. How can I do this great Wickeaneſs, 
and fin again GOD? To take off the 
Force of this Objection no Argument can poſ- 
ſibly be offered. And may theſe Principles be 
ſo deeply engraven on all our Hearts, as to 
conquer every wicked Suggeſtion that may ariſe 

in them! May the Fear of Gop be perpetually 
before our Eyes, and his continual Preſence 


and Inſoection be ſo lively i in our Thoughts, 8 


1 inſoire us with a Reſolution like this of 
faithful Foſeph, to maintain an unſpotted Inno- 
cence, and to reſiſt every Temptation to Sin 
and Folly. Which Gop of his infinite Mey 
grant, 
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